
 

Posted 9.16.2014 per HW 

Revised June 24, 2014   

  Page 1 of 5 
  

N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Title: What’s the Message?  

 

Unit Designers: First Grade Team 

 

Level(s): Grade 1 

 

Time Span: 8 Weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

Summary of Unit:   

In this unit, students will expand upon their knowledge of story elements (to include: Setting, 

Characters, Sequence of Events and Problem/Solution) to understand the central message and 

identify the lesson of the story.  With guidance students will compare and contrast adventures 

and experiences of characters in a story.  Students will be exposed to the genres of folktales and 

fairytales.  They will also write opinion pieces on the books they are reading (book review, 

advertisement, and/or letter to a friend). 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 

 

Common Core Reading Standards 

Key Ideas and Details 

R.L.1.1:Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

R.L.1.2:Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central 

message or lesson. 

R.L.1.3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 

R.L.1.7:  Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, , or events. 

R.L1.9: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.  

R.L. 1.10:  With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for 

grade 1. 

Print Concepts 

RF.1.1:  Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

• Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 

punctuation). 

Phonological Awareness 

RF.1.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes.) 

• Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 

• Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant 

blends. 

• Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-

syllable words. 
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• Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds 

(phonemes.) 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

RF.1.3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (two letters that 

represent one sound). 

• Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

• Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 

• Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of 

syllables in a printed 

word. 

• Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables. 

• Read words with inflectional endings. 

• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Fluency 

RF.1.4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

• Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 

 

Common Core Writing Standards 

W.1.1:  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.1.5:  With guidance and support from adults focus on a topic, supply some facts about the 

topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

 

 

Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL.1.1:  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one 

at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Build on othersʼ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through 

multiple exchanges. 

•c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

SL.1.2:Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media. 

SL.1.3:Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 

information or clarify something that is not understood. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

SL.1.4:Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and 

feelings clearly. 

SL.1.5:Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 

SL.1.6: Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 

Conventions of Standard English 



 

Posted 9.16.2014 per HW 

Revised June 24, 2014   

  Page 3 of 5 
  

L.1.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

• Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 

• Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

• Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops: We hop). 

• Use personal, possessive and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, 

everything). 

• Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today 

I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk 

home). 

• Use frequently occurring adjectives. 

• Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 

• Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 

• Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 

• Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and 

exclamatory sentences in response to 

prompts. 

L.1.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• Capitalize dates and names of people. 

• Use end punctuation for sentences. 

• Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

• Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words. 

• Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

L.1.4:Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from an array of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 

• Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, 

looked, looking). 

L.1.5:  With guidance and support form adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships and nuances in words 

meanings. 

• Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 

represent. 

• Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a 

tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that are 

cozy). 

• Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, 

glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in 

intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 

L.1.6:Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and 

responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple 

relationships (e.g., because). 
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Key Pre-Requisites: 

Knowledge: 

 Understand what makes up a fictional story (Setting, characters, problem, and 

solution) 

 

Skills: 

 Can retell familiar stories including key details. 

 Can identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

 With prompting and support can compare and contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in familiar stories 

 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces 

in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about 

and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book 

is…) 

 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 All fictional stories have the same basic story elements and a central message 

 My thoughts form my opinions 

 There are different ways to share my opinion about literature. 

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 What can I learn from what I read? 

 How can I share my opinions? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

Knowledge: 

 All fictional stories have the same basic story elements and a central message 

Skills: 

 Retell stories, including key details, demonstrate understanding of their central message 

or lesson 

 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 

 Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 

 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of 

closure. 

 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about Grade 1 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups 

 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

 Opinion pieces: Book review, advertisement, letter to a friend 

 Story Element Graphic Organizers 

 Book talks 
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 End of Unit:  Think and Share 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 Instructional Read Aloud (Whole Class Discussion of Story Elements) 

 Interactive Writing (Using Graphic Organizers) 

 Shared Reading/Listening Center 

 Independent Reading and Independent Practice using Guided Reading texts and various 

graphic organizers 

 Reader’s Theatre Presentations 

 Comparing and contrasting literature 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Performing or sharing writing to a larger group 

 Writing a play and writing folktales 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  

 Computer Programs (Publisher, Kidspiration, Storybook Weaver, etc.) 

 Reading A-Z 

 Enchanted Learning 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 Various texts from the Library  and School Bookroom 

 Overhead projector 

 Story Element Graphic Organizers 

 Teacher Resources: 

o Lucy Calkins, Units of Study for Primary Writing: A Yearlong Curriculum 

o McCarrier, Pinnell, Fountas, Interactive Writing 

o Brenda Parks, Read It Again:  Revisiting Shared Reading 

o Cole, Ardith Davis, When Reading Begins 

o Pinnell and Fountas, Phonics Lessons and Sing A Song Poetry, Guided Reading 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

End of Unit: Think and Share 

 


